The purpose of this report is to show the development of the European Cohesion Funding Policy, its main levers and instruments in Bulgaria, to look at the main strands, the planned and paid subsidies. Statistical and comparative methods are used. Through them are presented the results achieved in Bulgaria. The conclusions are that European Cohesion Funds are very importand for the development of the Bulgarian economy and continue to be a key factor in it. The membership of Bulgaria in the European Union has positively influenced the development of the Bulgarian economy.
INTRODUCTION
This year we have already celebrated 10 years of Bulgaria's membership in the European Union. This period is sufficient to make a realistic analysis of the benefits of our membership.
The types of mechanisms for influencing European policy are administrative and financial. Here will be examined the financial mechanisms of the European Union, which are the European Regional Development Fund and the European Social Fund, also known as the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund. The Cohesion Fund budget for the entire European Union for the period 2007-2013 is € 347 billion.
The aim of cohesion policy is to strengthen equality in the Union through economic, social and territorial cohesion by reducing the gap between the levels of development of the different regions and countries. At the same time, it is at the heart of efforts to improve the competitive position of the EU as a whole and its poorest regions in particular. There are relatively high unemployment rates in some sensitive population groups, such as youth and minorities and this funding aims to break these inequalities.  Environmental, risk and energy projects -2.8 billion Euros (42% of allocations). Nature conservation, green energy and the prevention of risks are important for the future development of the economy in the long run. The effect on the added value of realized investments is positive. There is a cumulative increase of 11.5% of GDP towards the end of 2016 over the baseline scenario without European funding. This is mainly due to the positive effects of government spending on production in the country, and hence on changes in private consumption and investment.
Analysis of the overall assimilation of European funds

Expectations, reality and progress made by
As a large part of the measures under the Operational Programs are dedicated to investment activity, the cumulative increase in the volume of private investments is observedby 22.3% towards the end of 2016, and this is one of the most important effects of the assimilation of European funds .
Another very important effect for the economy is the reduction of unemployment and the increase of employment.
Higher labor demand as a result of the absorbed funds also affects the level of pay, which also explains the positive dynamics of private consumption.
CONCLUSION
The strong positive impact of the European funds leads to an increase in the competitiveness of the Bulgarian economy in both-the short and the long term. This in turn is the desired influence and expected impact on the Cohesion Funds on the Bulgarian economy. period, the Union's objectives are expanding, with more money being spent on innovation, energy independence and efficiency, and direct business financing. With the experience we already have till now, Bulgaria has a real chance to fully absorption of all resources and makes use of the opportunities provided by Cohesion Policy of the European Union.
